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National Drought Mitigation Center: 
Delivering Drought Information Services 



The Cycle of Disaster Management 



Disaster Management Legacy 



“Floods are 'acts of God’, but flood losses 
are largely acts of man.” 

Disaster Management Legacy 
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Drought Management Legacy: 
Don Wilhite 

“Governments should prepare for droughts by 
developing and implementing strategies and 
plans that reduce associated impacts.” 
-Wilhite and Glantz, 1985 



    National Drought Mitigation Center 

Mission:  To lessen societal 
vulnerability to drought by promoting 
planning and the adoption of  
appropriate risk management 
techniques. 



The Cycle of Disaster Management 



1995, Founder: Don Wilhite 
Staff: 16 people, tremendous diversity 
“Boundary organization” that bridges the gap 
between science and stakeholders 
The NDMC is a critical national/international 
resource 
•  “Go-to” resource of drought-related information 
•  Provides leadership at the state and national level 

on drought preparedness 

National Drought Mitigation Center 



National Drought Mitigation Center 



NDMC Team 





Drought Monitoring and Early Warning 

675 “impacts” since 2012 
Water quality 
Mental health 
Respiratory illness 
Excessive heat 
Wildfires/smoke 
Wildlife intrusions 



Drought Monitoring and Early Warning 
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Planning Tools 
  Planning at all scales 
  Planning should start 
local and involve the 
“locals” 
  Planning is a “living” 
process 
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International Drought Planning Guides 
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The Cycle of Disaster Management 

Slide adapted courtesy of Deborah Bathke, NDMC 



Tools	
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1995, Montana Drought Plan developed 
1997, Western Drought Coordination Council 

Ron Speakthunder, Fort Belknap Community Council 

1998-2000, National Drought Policy Commission 
Brian Schweitzer 

2002 Drought 
2003 “Golden Triangle”  Tour 

Representative Denny Rehburg 
2004-2006, Great Divide Workshops 
2007, NIDIS 
2011, Decadal Climate Variability Studies 

NDMC/Montana Collaboration Timeline 


